Playing the Pipe and Tabor

Holding the instruments
[image: image1.jpg]


                       The Tabor
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A tabor is defined as a drum with two skins, which is played with one hand, and can be of any diameter and depth.  It is usually played with the dominant hand, and the pipe with the other, so usually - pipe in left hand, tabor-stick in right.  This is not mandatory!  Do whatever feels comfortable for you.  The tabor can be suspended with a strap from hand, wrist or arm, or slung round the neck – whichever method suits the size and weight of the tabor and your comfort. The tabor is usually struck on the side with the snare.
The Tabor Stick

The tabor stick should be held loosely but firmly so that it can move in your hand as it bounces off the skin of the tabor.

The Pipe

The pipe’s 3 finger-holes are covered by the thumb, index and middle fingers.  This leaves the ring and little fingers for support.  Place the lower end of the pipe between these 2 fingers (usually little finger underneath) and with the mouthpiece resting on your lower lip the pipe is securely supported and the 3 working fingers can move freely to cover or uncover the holes.  (Hint – wooden pipes usually have a ring somewhere near the end, which helps to steady the little and ring fingers.  Plastic and metal pipes often don’t, so winding a small rubber band around the bottom of the pipe can help.)
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